
Regular Meeting
Norwood Township Planning Commission 

AGENDA 
Monday, June 8 

7:00 p.m.  
Norwood Township Hall 

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Roll Call 

Approval of Agenda  

Conflict of Interest 

Public Comment 

Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes: May 13, 2020 

Zoning Administrator’s Report: May 2020 

Planning Commission Old Business 

1. Planning Commission Budget
2. Officer Elections
3. Wagner Re-zoning

A. Review and set public hearing

Planning Commission New Business 

1. Review Zoning Map
2. St Mary’s document review

Communications: 

Public Comment: 

Adjourn 

The Planning Commission regularly meets on the second Monday of each month except on Holidays at 
7:00 p.m. 



Date: May 28, 2020 

From: Ruben Shell, Planner 

To: Norwood Township Planning Commission 

Regarding: June 2020 Meeting Packet 

Remarks: 

The attached packet is for the Planning Commission’s June 2020 meeting. It contains 
four major components: 

1. May 11, 2020 meeting minutes

2. May 2020 Zoning Administrator’s report

3. Proposed master plan budget and scope.

4. Wagner Rezone request (Parcel 011-135-010-10)

5. Saint Mary’s 2020 Annual Plan
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Norwood Township Planning Commission Meeting 

 Meeting Minutes 

  May 11, 2020 Draft Minutes 

Zoom Virtual Meeting due to COVID-19 

Call to Order – Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M. 

Pledge of Allegiance – by all present 

Roll Call – Member Reibel-present, Member Dotson-present, Chairman Kolka-present, Vice 

Chairman Vermeesch-present, Secretary Warner-present.  Planner Ruben Shell also present. 

Approval of Agenda- MM by Reibel to approve the agenda, 2nd by Warner.  Motion 

carried 5-0 

Conflict of Interest – none noted. 

Public Comment – None 

Approval of April 13, 2020 Meeting Minutes – MM by Warner to approve April 13, 

2020 Meeting Minutes, 2nd by Reibel.  Motion carried to approve Minutes 5-0. 

Zoning Administrator’s Report – 

Read by Planner and available on Township Web Site.  ZA explained the Hohl building 

situation regarding the Zoning Permit more in depth and this will be covered later in the 

agenda.  Warner also commented on AM Mfg LLC S.U.P. conditions status and pass on 

information to ZA Overton.  

Old Business –  

Master Plan Update – 

Review of scope, schedule and budget.  Survey was reviewed and discussed on whether a 

new updated survey should be sent out to Norwood Township Residents.  All PC members 

agreed that a newly revised survey should be sent out.  Vermeesch felt there were some 

questions that could be removed as they are no longer relevant and agreed with Dotson 

stating some questions on the survey should have a remarks section so the Township 

Residents can give opinions to the PC.  Kolka will discuss the updated Master Plan budget 

with Supervisor Ridenour before starting the revisions.   

Discussion on how the Township Zoning Map should be updated so it is easier to read and 

review on the web site.  This issue will be put on the June 8, 2020 PC Meeting Agenda.  

Warner stated he feels that $1,100.00 would be a reasonable fee for the Master Plan update 

and will discuss with the Township Board.  Planner Shell will get the information for the 

Master Plan updates to the Township Board and PC prior to the June 2020 meetings. 

Review PC Budget- 

PC asked for copy of 2019-2020 Township Budget and Jones stated she would get a copy to 

the PC prior to the June meeting.  Kolka and Warner encouraged PC Members to take 

advantage of the Education budget for the PC.   
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New Business –  

Officer Elections will take place at the June 8, 2020 PC meeting. 

Hohl Zoning Permit- 

Discussion with ZA on issuing permit to Tim Hohl at 04435 Lakeshore Dr., Charlevoix, MI.  

Hohl stated he has full intent to build home within 18 months.  The home will have an 

attached garage with living space above the garage and this home will be owned and used by 

the applicant.  ZA states all requirements of application have been met and intends on issuing 

the permit.  PC stated they appreciated the information that was provided and supported the 

decision of the ZA. 

Wagner Re-Zoning- 

The application for re-zoning was reviewed.  Currently property is in R-1 Low Density 

Residential and the applicant wishes it to be rezoned to Agriculture use as he wishes to put up 

a hay crop to feed his farm animals.  ZA will review with Planner to get all information 

needed to change and a Public Hearing will be set at the June 8, 2020 PC Meeting.   

Communications – 

St Mary’s Cement sent their annual Mining Map which is a requirement for their S.U.P.  The 

map will be posted on the Township web site.  Warner just reiterated that AM Mfg LLC 

needs to be followed up on by the ZA. 

Next Planning Commission meeting will be June 8, 2020.  The meeting site will be 

posted on the Township Web Site when it is determined what COVID-19 protocol will 

be at that time.   

Public Comment – 

None 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:14 p.m.    

Submitted by Shari M. Jones, Recording Secretary 



Norwood Township Zoning Administrator May 2020 Report 

May 2020 yielded the least amount of activity since I became the administrator.  There were 

just two inquiries regarding the process for securing zoning permits, plus a couple e-mails or 

phone calls to update on the Timothy Hohl situation on Lakeshore Drive.  Hohl is totally 

compliant with the ordinance. 

The annual report from St. Mary’s Cement Plan was received. 

Trustee Warner reported that he had received a phone call from Alex Mitchell, advising that 

trees had been planted as per the site plan that the Commission had conditionally approved. 

Caller was referred to me by Warner, but I was not called.  I stopped by the plant twice but Alex 

was not on site either time.  Trees have been planted, but no landscaping has been done – site 

looks decent from the highway, but pretty rough on the interior..   

Respectfully submitted, 

STEPHEN M. OVERTON 
Zoning Administrator 
June 1, 2020 



Date: 5.19.2020 

From:  Ruben Shell, Planner 

To: David Ridenour, Norwood Township Supervisor 
00869 Sunset Ridge 
Charlevoix, MI 49720 

Project:  Norwood Township Master Plan Update 

Remarks: 

The following memo provides a list of elements, cost estimates, and estimated timeline 
of Norwood Township’s five-year master plan update scheduled for 2020. The scope 
items were defined based on consultation with the Norwood Township Planning 
Commission at its March 2020 regular meeting. 

Task 
Month 

Rate Hours Fee 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Kickoff, 
Background, & 
Intent to plan  

70 4 280 

Resident Survey 70 8 560 
Action Plan 70 12 840 
Future Land Use 70 12 840 
Document Format 
& Layout 

70 3 210 

Public Review 70 4 280 
Public Hearing 70 4 280 
Total 70 47 3,290 

Tasks 

Kickoff, Background, & Intent to Plan: Beckett & Raeder will assemble background 
studies including county and regional plans that will inform the Township’s plan. 
Beckett & Raeder will then create a list of neighboring and overlapping agencies 
required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act requires to be notified that Norwood 
Township is updating its master plan. The agencies will receive a written notification by 
mail and will be invited to participate in the process. 

Resident Survey: The property owner survey will be administered online. Beckett & 
Raeder will update the survey based on the Planning Commission’s feedback. After 



residents’ responses are collected, a summary of the results and the planning 
implications will be drafted. 

Action Plan: Beckett & Raeder will review the goal and policy statements contained in 
Norwood Township’s 2015 master plan. These policy statements will be condensed and 
formatted in a table to maximize their legibility by the public. The policy statements that 
have been accomplished or are no longer relevant will be determined with the Planning 
Commission’s input and removed. The county and regional plans will inform the new 
policy and goal statements to be added.  

Future Land Use: The Township’s future land use plan will be reviewed with the 
Planning Commission’s input. The geographic extent of the future land use categories, 
and their verbal descriptions will be adjusted as appropriate. The map will be re-
rendered as necessary. 

Document Format & Layout: The action plan and future land use plan will be formatted 
in a final document. This portion will be handled by the Planning Commission, as the 
Commission laid out the document in the last master plan process 

Public Review: The updated master plan will be authorized for public review by the 
Planning Commission and Township Board of Trustees and posted on the Township’s 
webpage for public access. The organizations that received the intent to plan notice will 
receive another written notice that the plan is available for review online. 

Public Hearing: The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to formally adopt 
the updated plan, as required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act. At the hearing, the 
Planning Commission will review any feedback submitted by the agencies or members 
of the public. 
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Beckett & Raeder, Inc. 
535 West William, Suite 101 
Ann Arbor, MI  48103 

734 663.2622 ph 
734 663.6759 fx 

www.bria2.com 

Traverse City Office 
148 East Front Street, Suite 207 
Traverse City, MI  49684 

231 649.1065 ph 
231 944.1709 fx 

Petoskey Office 
113 Howard Street 
Petoskey, MI  49770 

231 347.2523 ph 
231 347.2524 fx

Toledo 
419.242.3428 ph 

Date: 05.27.2020 

From: Ruben Shell, Planner 
To: Dave Kolka, Chair 

Steve Overton, Zoning Administrator 
Norwood Township Planning Commission 

Project: 955 Norwood Road Wagner Rezoning 

Overview: 

The petitioner owns parcels 011-135-101-10 and 011-126-008-15 north of the cemetery. The 
request is to rezone parcel 135 from low-density residential (R-1) to Agricultural (A), which 
would match its zoning to parcel 126, making the (A) designation uniform across the two. 
Section 10.00, item 5 of the Norwood Township Zoning Ordinance sets the standards by which 
the Planning Commission reviews rezoning requests. The standards in section 10.00 are listed in 
the middle column of the review standards table below, and notes on whether the request 
complies with the standards are in the right-hand column. The standards pertain to several 
issues, but perhaps the most important is whether the rezoning request is consistent with the 
master plan’s future land use map and with uses adjacent to the subject property. The notes on 
compliance with the standards were derived by comparing the mater plan’s future land use 
map, the zoning map, and google earth imagery. 

Subject Property Location 

Address Parcel Number 

955 Norwood Road 011-135-010-10

Legal Description 

BEG AT NE COR OF NW 1/4 OF NW 1/4 SEC 35T33N R9W TH W 24 RDS S 13.5 RDS E 24 RDS N 13.5 RDS TO 
POB SEC 35 T33N R9W AND ALSO NW1/4 OF NW1/4 SEC 35 T33N R9W EX: COM AT NE COR OF NW1/4 OF 
NW1/4 SD SEC TH W 24 RDS TH S 13.5 RDS TH W 310 FT TH ATANG OF 86DEG56'25" TO LFT FRM LAST DESC 
CRSE 1018.26FT TO IR ST ON N LI OF CENTER ST IN VILL OF NOR TH E ON N LI SD ST TO W 1/8 LI SD SEC TH 
N ON SD 1/8 LI TO POB BEING PT OF NW1/4 OF NW1/4SEC 35-33-9 22.45A ON 11/28/2018 COMBINED 
011-135-010-00 & 011-135-006-00

Aerial Image 
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(Source: Charlevoix County Parcel Search & Mapping) 

Existing Conditions of Subject Property 

Zoning Area 

R-1 20.3 acres 

Existing Uses 

There is one residential dwelling on the subject property and a few accessory buildings.   

Existing Permits / Prior Approvals 

Unknown 

Site Conditions 

Eastern portion used for residential and open yard. Western portion of the site is forested.   
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Adjacent Zoning & Land Uses 

Location Zoning Land Use / Owner 

South R-1 Cemetery 

South R-1 Residential - Sell Enterprises 

South R-1 Residential - Kerutis Donald & Delphine J  

West C/R Forested - MDNR 

North C/R Forested - MDNR 

North A Residential - Wagner Craig & Billie 

East RR Residential - Klooster Patrick H & Susan E 

(Source: Charlevoix County Parcel Search & Mapping, Norwood Township Zoning Ordinance) 

Relationship to Master Plan 

Future Land Use Category - Village Proper 

The subject property falls just within the northern extent of the Village Proper land use category in the 
master plan. The stated intent of the Village Proper category is to preserve the sense of place in the Village 
of Norwood. New development should be compatible with the existing pattern of narrow tree-lined streets. 

“The village of Norwood is a location that has a distinct sense of place. When a person arrives in the village, 
they immediately know they are in a special place unique from the surrounding areas in the Township. This 
is a village that was designed prior to the automobile and it continues to have this feel.” 

“Any new development in the Village should be compatible with the existing character of the village (e.g. 
narrow tree-lined roads in a grid pattern.” 

(Source: pg. 23, Norwood Township Community Master Plan, amended April 2015) 

Review Standards 

Regulatory 
Document 

Standard Compliance / Notes 

Norwood 
Township 

Zoning 
Ordinance 

Section 
10.00 - 

Amendment, 
Item 5 

A. Is the proposed
rezoning consistent
with the Norwood
Township Land Use
Plan?

Not in strict compliance with the future land use plan. The 
property is classified as “village proper”.1 The intent of the 
village proper designation is to ensure that “any new 
development in the Village should be compatible with the 
existing character of the Village”.2 The village proper 
category currently matches geographically with the R-1 
district, in other words, the R-1 zoning district implements 
the land use category.3 The property’s R-1 designation 
would, therefore, need to be retained to maintain 
consistency the land use plan.  

1 Norwood Township Master Plan. Pg. 21 
2 Norwood Township Master Plan. Pg. 23 
3 Norwood Township Zoning Ordinance. Article IV: Zoning Districts and Map 
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B. Is the proposed
rezoning reasonably
consistent with
surrounding uses?

One property immediately south of the subject property 
between it and Center Street is used as a cemetery. The two 
other properties to its south have residential uses without 
agriculture, as does the property east across Norwood 
Road. The properties west and north of the property in 
question are undeveloped and in a natural state.4  The 
addition of agriculture as a permitted use on parcel 135, 
which would be effectuated by the rezoning, could 
constitute some degree of inconsistency with the 
surrounding neighborhood uses, which are public, 
residential, and natural. 

C. Will there be an
adverse physical impact
on surrounding
properties?

Agricultural use of the property situated among exclusively 
residential uses would be the primary concern. 

D. Will there be an
adverse effect on
property values in the
adjacent area?

Same as C. 

E. Have there been
changes in land use or
other conditions in the
immediate area or in
the community in
general which justify
rezoning?

Unknown 

F. Will rezoning create a
deterrent to the
improvement or
development of
adjacent property in
accord with existing
regulations?

Same as C. 

G. Will rezoning grant a
special privilege to an
individual property
owner when contrasted
with other property
owners in the area or
the general public (i.e.

The common definition of illegal spot zoning is “the process 
of singling out a small parcel of land for a use classification 
totally different from that of the surrounding area for the 
benefit of the owner of such property and to the detriment 
of other owners." 5 Put another way, a rezoning should not 
create an “island” of one designation in the midst of 
contiguous. According to the zoning map, only the parcel 
immediately north of the subject property (parcel 011-126-

4 Google Maps 
5 Planners Web. Understanding Spot Zoning. http://plannersweb.com/2013/11/understanding-spot-zoning-2/ 
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will rezoning result in 
spot zoning)? 

008-15), which the Wagners also own, shares the
Agricultural (A) zoning designation that is requested. All
other adjacent to the parcel in question are zoned R-1, RR,
or C-R. This runs close to the definition of spot zoning.

H. Are there substantial
reasons why the
property cannot be
used in accordance with
its present zoning
classifications?

The zoning administrator report from May 2020 states that 
the Wagners had purchased both parcels (011-135-010-10 
& 011-126-006-15) with the understanding that both were 
agricultural. 

I. Is the rezoning in
conflict with the
planned use for the
property as reflected in
the master plan?

Same as A. 

J. Is the site served by
adequate public
facilities or is the
petitioner able to
provide them?

N/A 

K. Are there sites
nearby already properly
zoned that can be used
for the intended
purposes?

N/A 

L. The community
should evaluate
whether other local
remedies are available.
Presently, cities and
villages are allowed to
grant use variances.

N/A 

Suggested Motion for Consideration 
Motion to set a public hearing to gather public input and consider the request. 















Norwood Township Zoning Ordinance 

Article IV Page 3 
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The Future Land U
se Plan serves as a general guide to the Tow

nship’s 
desired future land use patterns and as a graphic representation of the 
Tow

nship’s goals and policies. In general, this Plan w
as developed after 

careful consideration of the follow
ing features in each area and the sur-

rounding properties:

N
atural features, including stream

s, ponds, lakes, w
etlands, w

oodlands, 
steep slopes, soils, w

ildlife habitats, and other features that help define 
the natural capability of the land to support various land use densities;

•
Existing developm

ent patterns and trends in the Tow
nship;

•
Capacity of the Tow

nship’s roadw
ay system

;
•

N
orthw

est M
ichigan H

ealth D
epartm

ent’s policy for septic system
s;

•
Residents’ expressed needs through the com

m
unity survey; and

•
D

esired future land use and character.

The Future Land U
se Plan not only reflects the goals and policies of this 

M
aster Plan, but also assum

es that land w
ill be developed, redeveloped, 

or rem
ain undeveloped using the other regulatory tools the Tow

nship 
has at its disposal. Tools such as the Zoning O

rdinance provide guidance 
for m

any elem
ents of a developm

ent. The Future Land U
se Plan m

ap is a 
representation of the future as far off as 20 years from

 now
. Readers are 

cautioned to review
 other elem

ents of the M
aster Plan, such as changes 

w
hich m

ay have occurred since the M
aster Plan w

as developed, and the 
conditions w

hich existed at the tim
e the Future Land U

se Plan m
ap and 

other elem
ents of the M

aster Plan w
ere prepared.

Since zoning shall be “based on a plan,” as stated in the M
ichigan Zon-

ing Enabling Act, all Zoning O
rdinance changes in N

orw
ood Tow

nship 
should be consistent w

ith the policies established in this M
aster Plan. If 

they are not com
patible, then the Zoning O

rdinance should be changed 
to m

atch the M
aster Plan descriptions over tim

e and in a logical fashion.

If any Zoning M
ap change is approved by the Tow

nship Board, it is vital 
that the change m

atch both this Future Land U
se Plan and the other 

policies in this docum
ent. If it doesn’t, the rezoning, the M

aster Plan 
and the Zoning O

rdinance’s legitim
acy could be at risk. The M

aster Plan 
should be review

ed and revised, if necessary, prior to substantial zoning 
changes.

Section 5    Future Land
 U

se Plan

Section
 5

Future Land U
se Plan

N
orw

ood
 Tow

nship
 M

aster Plan     C
harlevoix C

ounty, M
ichig

an 

M
ap

 2

FU
TU

RE LA
N

D
 U

SE
The future land uses show

n on this m
ap 

are intended to show
 relative locations and 

should not be used as a strict, scaled m
easure.  

The future land use m
ap is one tool provided 

in this M
aster Plan to guide land use deci-

sions.  The plan in its entirety establishes the 
com

m
unity context for those decisions
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FU
TU

RE LA
N

D
 U

SE C
ATEG

O
RIES

“A
g

ri-C
U

L
T

U
R

E
”

This M
aster Plan strongly encourages a creative agricultural resources 

elem
ent coined “Agri-CU

LTU
RE.”  The concept of “Agri-CU

LTU
RE” allow

s 
for agritourism

 and cultural accessory uses in N
orw

ood Tow
nship. These 

accessory uses, w
hile m

aintaining the rural character and preserving 
farm

land in the Tow
nship, should be allow

ed w
hen in harm

ony w
ith 

the health, safety and w
elfare of the citizens.  A

ll of these “Agri-CU
L-

TU
RE” accessory uses should enhance the fabric of the com

m
unity and 

have a logical relationship to the principal land use on each property. 
“Agri-CU

LTU
RE” presents a unique opportunity to com

bine aspects of 
tourism

, agriculture and cultural opportunities for financial, educational 
and social benefits to tourists, producers and the broader com

m
unity.

“Agri-CU
LTU

RE” provides the Tow
nship w

ith the potential to increase 
its local tax base and provide new

 and innovative em
ploym

ent oppor-
tunities for residents. In addition, “Agri-CU

LTU
RE” provides educational 

opportunities to the public, helps preserve agricultural lands and allow
s 

the developm
ent of businesses that m

ight otherw
ise be outsourced to 

other com
m

unities or elim
inated altogether.

There m
ay be three general levels of these“Agri-CU

LTU
RE” uses. First, 

typical accessory uses m
ay be allow

ed by-right after an adm
inistrative 

review
. A

 second, m
ore intense tier, w

ould require developm
ent of som

e 
zoning standards and should be approved through a site plan review

. A
 

third, m
ost intense use set of standards w

ould perm
it som

e specialized 
agriculturally-oriented industries to be developed on agricultural or 
low

 density residential zoned properties in accordance w
ith special use 

approval standards that m
ake sure uses are not developed in a m

anner 
that negatively im

pact surrounding properties.

“Agri-CU
LTU

RE” Concentration w
ould represent a potential concentra-

tion of agritourism
 style prim

ary uses (by-right).

Com
paratively there are m

any active traditional farm
s in N

orw
ood 

Tow
nship. The hilly terrain and am

azing m
icroclim

ate in this area are 
conducive for w

ineries and fruit orchards.  The intent of this “Agri-CU
L-

TU
RE” classification is to m

aintain and prom
ote existing traditional 

farm
ing operations to continue and flourish by protecting them

 from
 

encroachm
ent by incom

patible uses. This “Agri-CU
LTU

RE” classification 

includes active farm
s and land uniquely suited to traditional agricultural 

practices. These are the parcels w
here there is active farm

ing and w
here 

it is likely to continue. The recom
m

ended future land uses are prim
arily 

agricultural operations, not residential developm
ent. The Tow

nship 
w

ants to prom
ote these uses including dairy, beef, and crop farm

ing in 
addition to agriculture-oriented accessory uses such as farm

 m
arkets, 

U
-pick operations, nurseries, corn m

azes, hayrides, and other custom
-

ary, ancillary, and incidental uses.

The overall residential density should be one unit per five (5) acres; 
how

ever, individual lot sizes m
ay be sm

aller w
hen the developm

ent is 
clustered in order to protect interior open spaces and agricultural lands. 
To encourage clustered developm

ents, the Tow
nship should consider 

im
plem

enting a bonus density alternative for standard lot splits or 
large-lot single fam

ily condom
inium

 subdivisions.

R
u

ral R
esid

en
tial

People m
ove to rural areas such as N

orw
ood Tow

nship to ow
n a larger 

lot or property than is possible in urban areas. This can m
ean five acre, 

ten acre, or even larger lots. The desire for large- lot rural residential 
developm

ent is com
m

on in northern M
ichigan. 

The hilly topography in N
orw

ood Tow
nship is not conducive for 

high-density developm
ent. In som

e instances, a five acre parcel m
ay 

only have 10,000 square feet suitable for developm
ent. A

n overall 
density that does not exceed one (1) unit for every three (3) acres is 
appropriate for areas w

ith steep slopes and other physical constraints 
for structures. In som

e instances, cluster developm
ent (building the 

m
ajority of the residences on a portion of the developm

ent parcel) 
m

ay be best suited for this area. These cluster developm
ents should be 

review
ed as a standard site plan as opposed to going through a m

ore 
intensive review

 process.

The overall residential density in this planned land use should be one 
(1) unit per tw

o (2) acres; how
ever, individual lots sizes m

ay be sm
aller 

w
hen the developm

ent is clustered. To encourage clustered develop-
m

ents, a bonus density program
 should be im

plem
ented.

Section 5    Future Land
 U

se Plan
N

orw
ood

 Tow
nship

 M
aster Plan     C

harlevoix C
ounty, M

ichig
an 

Sm
all farm

 anim
als in N

orw
ood Tow

nship.
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V
illag

e P
rop

er

The village of N
orw

ood is a location that has a distinct sense of place. 
W

hen a person arrives in the village, they im
m

ediately know
 they are in 

a special place unique from
 the surrounding areas in the Tow

nship. This 
is a village that w

as designed prior to the autom
obile and it continues 

to have this feel. The village is com
prised of hom

es built from
 the 1800’s 

to the present. This area also has the original church, schoolhouse and 
Tow

nship H
all. The roads are narrow

 and lined w
ith large, m

ature m
aple 

trees. There are no parking lots in this area; vehicles are parked along 
the street. This M

aster Plan recom
m

ends establishing a specific zoning 
district that preserves the character of the village of N

orw
ood and does 

not m
ake any existing developm

ent legally nonconform
ing.

A
ny new

 developm
ent in the Village should be com

patible w
ith the 

existing character of the village (e.g. narrow
 tree-lined roads in a grid 

pattern. Boundaries for the village of N
orw

ood should be established 
through the Zoning D

istrict M
ap.

Sin
g

le
-F

am
ily N

eig
h

b
orh

ood

This land use area is com
prised of single-fam

ily hom
es and it is the 

intent of this M
aster Plan to provide for livable and desirable neigh-

borhoods for current and future residents. The prim
ary use should be 

standard single-fam
ily hom

es. The increasing availability of com
puter 

internet connections allow
s people to w

ork from
 hom

e. A
lso, hom

e-
businesses that have m

inim
al im

pact on surrounding neighbors should 
be encouraged to diversify job opportunities and stim

ulate year- round 
local econom

ic opportunities.

The overall residential density shall be one (1) unit per (1) acre; how
ever, 

individual lot sizes m
ay be sm

aller w
hen the developm

ent is clustered.  
The Tow

nship should im
plem

ent a bonus density program
 to prom

ote 
clustered developm

ents. Clustered developm
ents help preserve the 

Tow
nship’s rural character w

hile still m
eeting the housing needs for 

future residents.

R
ecreation

/C
on

servation

Land designated for Recreation/Conservation is intended to protect, 
preserve and enhance unique and vital natural features and provide ar-
eas for parks, recreation, and open spaces w

hich preserve and enhance 

the rural character of the Tow
nship w

hile, at the sam
e tim

e, broadening 
recreation and conservation opportunities in appropriate areas. Both 
public and private recreational/conservation lands are included in this 
category.

The backbone of the area’s econom
y is its lakes and stream

s, so protect-
ing them

 is good for com
m

erce and environm
ental stew

ardship. Som
e 

locations in northern M
ichigan have allow

ed developm
ent along their 

natural resource corridors that negatively im
pact scenic view

s and the 
environm

ent. N
orw

ood Tow
nship, through this M

aster Plan, desires to 
keep these areas in their natural state.

M
ost of the Lake M

ichigan shoreline is already in public ow
nership, but 

som
e of it is privately ow

ned. Interm
ittent segm

ents of a regional trail 
system

 (beginning in H
arbor Springs and ending in Eastport) exist in 

this area. The M
aster Plan seeks to m

aintain and com
plete these con-

nections.

L
im

ited
 C

om
m

ercial

The m
ain com

m
ercial operation in the Tow

nship is a sm
all shopping 

center. These businesses generally serve northern M
ichigan and are not 

oriented to N
orw

ood Tow
nship’s population. They do provide jobs and 

an econom
ic base. These businesses should continue to exist but not 

greatly expand. A
ny expansion should be done w

estw
ards from

 the ex-
isting shopping center, and future com

m
ercial principal uses should be 

lim
ited to furnishing goods and services for the Tow

nship’s econom
ic 

m
arket area. This M

aster Plan does not prom
ote strip-style develop-

m
ent along the U

S 31 corridor.

M
in

eral In
d

u
strial R

esou
rces

The citizen survey reflects a desire to have no further industrial devel-
opm

ent in the Tow
nship. Therefore, this M

aster Plan lim
its industrial 

uses to presently-zoned m
ining and industrial resource properties. This 

M
aster Plan also recognizes that m

ining and drilling are specifically 
perm

itted uses in M
ichigan’s Zoning Enabling Act and that zoning or 

other controls on these uses should be to m
itigate the very serious 

consequences of these uses.

Section 5    Future Land
 U

se Plan
N

orw
ood

 Tow
nship

 M
aster Plan     C

harlevoix C
ounty, M

ichig
an 

A
pple O

rchards in N
orw

ood  Tow
nship c. 1890.   

In 1897 N
orw

ood Tow
nship pioneer and states- 

m
an W

illiam
 H

arris introduced a bill to the State 
Legislature w

hich recognized the A
pple Blossom

  
as the State Flow

er.

Agri-inspired pottery from
 the N

orw
ood Tow

nship 
Bier Pottery Studio.





Norwood Township Annual Calendar 

Key: 

• Planning Commission 

• Board of Trustees 

• Zoning Board of Appeals 

• Board of Review  

 

January February March April 
• Planning 

Commission 
develops annual 
report 

• Meets Monday the 
13th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Meets Monday the 
20th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Meets Monday the 
27th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• No February 

Meeting 

• No February 

meeting 

• No February 

meeting 

 

• Meets Monday the 
9th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Meets Monday the 
16th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Meets Monday the 
23rd at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Board of Review 

Meetings 

 

• Meets Monday the 
13th at 7 PM - 
remote zoom 
meeting 

• Regular meeting 

cancelled 

• Regular meeting 
cancelled 

May June July August 
• Meets Monday the 

11th at 7 PM - 

remote Zoom 

meeting 

• Meets Monday the 
18th at 7PM  

• Meets Monday the 
25th at 7 PM  

 

• Meets Monday the 
8th at 7 PM - 
Township Hall 

• Election of 
Planning 
Commission 
officers 

• Township Board 
adopts annual 
budget  

• Meets Monday the 
15th at 7PM 

• Meets Monday the 
29th at 7 PM  

• Meets Monday 
13th at 7 PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 
20th at 7PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 
27th at 7 PM at 
Township Hall 

• Board of Review 
Meetings 

• Meets Monday the 
10th at 7 PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 
17th at 7PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 
24th at 7 PM at 
Township Hall 

September October November December 



• Meets Monday the 
14th at 7 PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 
21st at 7PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 
28th at 7 PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 

12th at 7 PM at 

Historical Society 

Building 

• Meets Monday the 
19th at 7PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 
26th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Meets Monday the 

9th at 7 PM at 

Historical Society 

Building 

• Meets Monday the 
16th at 7PM at 
Township Hall 

• Meets Monday the 
30th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Define Annual 
meeting schedule 

• Meets Monday the 
14th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Define Annual 
meeting schedule 

• Meets Monday the 
28th at 7 PM at 
Historical Society 
Building 

• Board of Review 
Meetings 

 

Ongoing Planning Commission Milestones: 

• Master Plan review and update: 2020 

• Parks and Recreation Plan update: 2021 (to cover period 2022-2026) 

• Review of Bylaws: 2020  


